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     Status of Management Plan Update Process

Recent activities:

● Firmed up our 10 action plan topics, assigned 
staff leads, formed internal teams

● Briefed regional and national leadership

● Preparing for upcoming writing workshop to 
start developing the project’s Draft 
Environmental Assessment

Draft Mock-Up Cover



● Climate Change
○ Vulnerability assessment
○ Support ocean acidification studies & monitoring
○ Assess impacts to deep sea corals
○ Role of marine reserves
○ Education & public engagement on ocean climate 

change/ocean acidification
○ CINMS emissions inventory & reduction

■ including VSR ship emission reductions

● Marine Debris
○ Understand macro and microplastic load/trend, with partners
○ CINMS shoreline focus for cleanups and source 

assessment/quantification
○ Collaborate with: fishermen on gear loss, non-profits on submerged 

debris
○ Education & outreach strategies/partnerships

Draft Management Plan: Action Plan Topics Taking 
Shape - Issue-Based Plans

● Vessel Traffic
○ Whale ship strike / Vessel Speed Reduction
○ Area To Be Avoided (ATBA) adjustment
○ Remote sensing (Shore-based radar, AIS)

● Introduced Species
○ Support research/tracking of habitat change from Undaria 

pinnatifida and other non-native species
○ Education/outreach with harbors/boaters to reduce additional 

spread
○ Support early detection and response within CINMS

● Zone Management
○ Support monitoring, enforcement, and joint CDFW/NOAA 

administration of Channel Islands MPA network
○ Santa Barbara Channel MPA Collaborative
○ CDFW MPA Decadal Review process
○ Evaluate and respond to other zoning issues/proposals



Draft Management Plan: Action Plan Topics Taking 
Shape - Programmatic Plans
● Education & Outreach

○ Blue Economy (tourism, rec use, recreational fishing)
○ Volunteer and outreach program
○ Citizen science
○ Visitor centers/partner facilities/signage
○ Media and communication tools
○ Curriculum and education product development
○ Collaborating with education partners
○ Regional & national initiatives
○ <see also: issue-based action plans>

● Resource Protection
○ Emergency response (spills, groundings, entanglements)
○ Enforcement
○ Technology development
○ White abalone
○ Permitting
○ Emerging issues
○ <see also: issue-based action plans>

● Research & Monitoring
○ Socioeconomic: human use assessment
○ Sanctuary condition tracking & reporting
○ Ocean noise monitoring
○ Coordination of priority field studies
○ Habitat mapping characterization of sanctuary features
○ Research interpretation & information sharing
○ Regional & national sanctuary system initiatives
○ <see also: issue-based action plans>

● Administration & Operations
○ Vessel Operations Program and other field operations
○ Administrative & facility priorities and initiatives
○ Sanctuary Advisory Council
○ <see also: Climate Change action plan>

● Maritime Heritage
○ Shipwreck exploration, monitoring, interpretation
○ Chumash community partnership



Sanctuary Signs and 
Visitor Centers
Sanctuary Advisory Council Briefing & Input Request 
January 22, 2021



Using “Slido” (for advisory council members)



Using “Slido” (for advisory council members)

Head to “www.slido.com” (best way!)

Scan QR code using camera on phone

Wait for Claire or June to put question link in chat

or

or

http://www.slido.com




Sanctuary Interpretive Signs - Goal

Increase awareness of the Channel 
Islands, highlight resources that make it 
special, promote commercial and 
recreational activities, and promote 
regulations in place to ensure the 
Channel Islands thrive into the future.  



Sanctuary Interpretive Signs - Background

● Current signs installed go 
back as far as 17 years

● Strategic assessments

● Funding Challenges & 
Opportunities
○ Oil spill settlement funds



Interpretive Signs - Many Partners!



Interpretive Signs - Locations

Santa Barbara
Island



Types of Signs: Sanctuary Orientation



Types of Signs: Channel Islands 
Marine Life and Habitats



Types of Signs: Ocean 
Etiquette



Types of Signs: MPA Interpretive 
Enforcement



Types of Signs: Blue Economy





Visitor Center Partnerships

Cabrillo High School Aquarium
Lompoc

Channel Islands National Park 
Visitor Center
Ventura Harbor

Aquarium of the Pacific
Long Beach

Channel Islands Boating Center
Channel Islands Harbor Santa Barbara Museum of Natural History 

Sea Center - Santa Barbara Stearns Wharf

COAST - UCSB Campus

Santa Barbara Maritime Museum
Santa Barbara Harbor

Outdoors Santa Barbara 
Visitor Center - Santa 
Barbara Harbor







For More Information

https://channelislands.noaa.gov/
manage/plan/revision.html

Mike Murray
Deputy Superintendent for Programs
michael.murray@noaa.gov

Claire Nasr
2020 CA Sea Grant Fellow
claire.nasr@noaa.gov

June Shrestha 
2021 CA Sea Grant Fellow
june.shrestha@noaa.gov

Julie Bursek
Team Lead Education and Outreach
julie.bursek@noaa.gov

https://channelislands.noaa.gov/manage/plan/revision.html
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Interpretive Signs - Background

2004

12 bilingual signs
Funding: American Trader Restoration Plan
Focus: seabird protection, minimize impacts from 
shore-based fishing activity

2005-2009 26 signs
Funding: ONMS California 
Signage Plan
Focus: sanctuary orientation, 
MPAs



Interpretive Signs - Background, continued

● 2012-2014: 
○ 12 bilingual signs
○ Funding: Torch Oil Spill Trustee Council, Santa Barbara County 

CREF Grant
○ Focus: Exploring tidepools with care, black abalone

● 2013: Visitor survey of California sanctuary signs
● 2015: Long Range Interpretive Plan for West Coast NMS
● 2019 & 2020: Requested but did not receive ONMS funding 

for sign replacements (awaiting 2021 request results)
● 2020: Signage inventory update and status report


